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The Los Angeles Trust for Children's Health is a nonprofit organization whose mission is

to bridge the worlds of health and education to achieve student wellness. 

The L.A. Trust was formed by the Los Angeles Board of Education in 1991 to address the

myriad health challenges faced by L.A. Unified students. The L.A. Trust became an

independent 501c3 in 2001, but has continued its close support of Los Angeles Unified.

This includes support for school-based health clinics, health partnerships and a broad

range of school-linked programs. Improving the oral health of Los Angeles public

school students is a driving force of The L.A. Trust. 

The L.A. Trust’s Oral Health Initiative (OHI) uses a comprehensive public health

approach to meet the oral health needs of students and families. This Initiative builds

on best practices from the curriculum and model of Anderson Center for Dental Care

at Rady Children’s Hospital San Diego's Center for Healthier Communities* as well as

best practices and lessons learned from our years of experience. 

As of 2020, The L.A. Trust has successfully implemented the OHI across more than 97

schools. The OHI model includes school-based oral health education and community

awareness building, on-site oral health screenings, oral disease prevention and early

intervention services, and dental home connections. The OHI uses this model within

LAUSD and aiming to expand this effort to other interested school districts across 

the Los Angeles county and beyond. For more information visit our website

thelatrust.org/oralhealth or email ohi@thelatrust.org.

*Susan Lovelace, 2010. Rady Children’s Hospital and Anderson Center for Dental Health.
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The purpose of this toolkit is to address the barriers to oral health access

being experienced by many L.A. students — barriers that have been worsened

by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

During this pandemic, many children and families are not receiving

information regarding their oral health — many school-based clinics are

closed, they are not on campus and they have additional priorities when it

comes to health issues. 

But oral health is critical component of overall health — many diseases are

correlated to the bacteria in our mouth. It is extremely important to take care

of our oral health and teeth to prevent diseases and illnesses.

This toolkit contains information on oral health education, oral health access,

referral cards and other helpful resources. The toolkit can be used in person

and online by teachers, staff, community partners and healthcare providers.

About this toolkit
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The L.A. Trust has created a set of education materials to help children and their parents

learn more about oral health and oral health care. These presentations can be given in

person or online to raise oral health awareness.

Oral health education
Presentations

Early elementary

Upper elementary

Parents (English)

Middle school

High school

Parents (Spanish)
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https://thelatrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/OH-Education-Early-Elementary.pdf
https://thelatrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/LA-Trust-OHI-Upper-Elementary.pdf
https://thelatrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/OH-Education-Parents-English-1.pdf
https://thelatrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/OH-Education-Middle-School.pdf
https://thelatrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/LA-Trust-OHI-High-School.pdf
https://thelatrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/LA-Trust-OHI-Parents-Spanish.pdf


In addition to oral health education presentations, The L.A. Trust has created three 

one-minute videos and one 9-minute video demonstrating the right way for children to

brush their teeth, floss, and eat healthy. Our eating right video features a tooth-friendly

food game to show kids how good nutrition affects their teeth.

Oral health education
Videos

Brushing with Billy 0:1:00 Flossing with Billy 0:01:00

Nutrition with Billy 0:01:00 Keeping Your Teeth Healthy 0:09:00
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https://thelatrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Brush-with-Billy_Brushing480.mov
https://thelatrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Brush-with-Billy_Flossing480.mov
https://thelatrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Brush-with-Billy_Eating-Right480.mov
https://thelatrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/LA-Trust-Oral-Health-240.mp4


The Los Angeles Trust for Children's Health and L.A. Unified share referral cards that

provide information on dentists who provide free or low-cost dental and oral healthcare

services to children and adults. If you are a provider and would like to be added to this list,

email ohi@thelatrust.org.

Oral health resources
Dental referral cards

West

Download referral information for these Local Districts

North

South
Orthodontists

East/Central
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https://thelatrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/LATrust-Dental-Home-Referral-East-Central.pdf
https://thelatrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/LATrust-Dental-Home-Referral-East-Central.pdf
https://thelatrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/LATrust-Dental-Home-Referral-West.pdf
https://thelatrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/LATrust-Dental-Home-Referral-North.pdf
https://thelatrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/LATrust-Dental-Home-Referral-South-.pdf
https://thelatrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/LATrust-Orthodontics-Referral.pdf


Partner resources
Preventing tooth decay
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https://thelatrust.org/oralhealth
https://thelatrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/LAT_OHI_PreventingToothDecay.pdf


Partner resources
Oral health during COVID
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IN ENGLISH AND SPANISH

https://thelatrust.org/oralhealth
https://thelatrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/LAT_OHI_COVID_English.png


Partner resources
Medi-Cal Dental 

IN ENGLISH AND MULTIPLE LANGUAGES 
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https://thelatrust.org/oralhealth
https://thelatrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/LAT_OHI__Medi_Cal.png


Partner resources
Covered CA and Medi-Cal
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https://thelatrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/LAT_OHI_Covered_CA.png


Oral health information
Best practices
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https://thelatrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/LAT_OHI_BestPractices.pdf


Oral health information
Treatment urgency scale
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https://thelatrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/LAT_OHI_TreatmentUrgency.pdf


Oral health information
Dental disease in children
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https://thelatrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/LAT_OHI_DentalDisease_CA_LA.pdf


Oral health information
Publications

Building on Momentum

The L.A. Trust Oral Health Initiative
Operations Manual
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https://thelatrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/LAT_OHI_BuildingOnMomentum.pdf
https://thelatrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/LAT_OHI_OperationsManual.pdf


For more resources visit thelatrust.org/oralhealth

Los Angles County Oral Health Program

http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/ohp/

Community

More LA Smiles

http://morelasmiles.org

Oral Health Provider Directory

http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/cms/dental_finder.htm

LAUSD Student Health and Human Services - Wellness Centers 

https://achieve.lausd.net/wellnesscenters

State
Medi-Cal Dental 

Dental Provider Directory

Dental Clinic Directory

Covered Services

Children's organizations
Children Now

The Children's Partnership

The Los Angeles Trust for Children's Health

Sesame Street

Oral health resources
Websites

https://thelatrust.org/oralhealth
https://achieve.lausd.net/wellnesscenters#spn-content
https://www.morelasmiles.org/
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/cms/dental_finder.htm
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/ohp/
https://smilecalifornia.org/
https://smilecalifornia.org/find-a-dentist/
https://dental.dhcs.ca.gov/Beneficiaries/Denti-Cal/Dental_Clinics_Serving_Medi-Cal_Beneficiaries/
https://smilecalifornia.org/covered-services/
https://www.childrennow.org/
https://www.childrenspartnership.org/
https://thelatrust.org
https://sesamestreetincommunities.org/subtopics/oral-health/



